
G A T H E R  F O R  G O O D
M A T C H  D A Y

Clay Center

$162,850 Raised for 33 Charitable Causes

A  M U R A L  M O V E M E N T

B R I D G E S  O F  H O P E

C A M P B E L L  F I E L D  I M P R O V E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E

C C C I F  M A T C H  D A Y  F U N D  ( N O  M A T C H  G I V E N )

C L A Y  C E N T E R  A C T I O N  N E T W O R K

C L A Y  C E N T E R  C H R I S T M A S  F E S T I V A L

C L A Y  C E N T E R  U T I L I T Y  P A R K  A N D  Z O O

C L A Y  C E N T E R  Y O U T H  B A S K E T B A L L  A S S O C I A T I O N

C L A Y  C O .  4 - H  D E V E L O P M E N T  F U N D

C L A Y  C O .  A N I M A L  R E S C U E  &  E D U C A T I O N  C E N T E R ,  I N C .

C L A Y  C O .  A R T S  C O U N C I L

C L A Y  C O .  C H I L D  C A R E  C E N T E R

C L A Y  C O .  E D U C A T I O N A L  E N D O W M E N T  A S S O C I A T I O N

C L A Y  C O .  F A I R B O A R D  E X H I B I T  H A L L

C L A Y  C O .  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y

C L A Y  C O .  H O S P I T A L  F O U N D A T I O N

C O M M O N  G R O U N D  M I N I S T R I E S

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0  N E W S L E T T E R

T h i s  w e e k  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  a n n u a l  M a r t i n i ’ s  a n d  M i s t l e t o e  f u n d r a i s e r  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  C l a y  C e n t e r  C o m m u n i t y
I m p r o v e m e n t  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d ,  l i k e  s o  m a n y  t h i n g s  t h i s  y e a r ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  c a n c e l l e d .   H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  C O V I D  1 9  c a n ’ t
s p o i l  t h e  g i v i n g  n a t u r e  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y .
 
W h e n  l o n g - t i m e  C l a y  C e n t e r  r e s i d e n t ,  M a r i o n  S t u a r t ,  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  d i l e m m a  s h e  s t e p p e d  u p  i n  a  b i g  w a y .
M a r i o n  d o n a t e d  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  t o w a r d s  t h e  2 0 2 1  “ G a t h e r  f o r  G o o d ' '  m a t c h i n g  f u n d s .   M a r i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  h e r  s o n  G r e g ,
w a n t e d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  b e n e f i t e d  a l l  o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  n o n - p r o f i t  c a u s e s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h i s  g i f t
d o e s  j u s t  t h a t .   

T h i s  p a s t  S e p t e m b e r ,  $ 1 3 7 , 8 5 0  w a s   g a t h e r e d  d u r i n g  “ G a t h e r  f o r  G o o d ' '  a n d  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  o f  m a t c h i n g  f u n d s  w e r e
a d d e d  f o r  t h e  3 3  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  n o n  p r o f i t s .

C l a y  C o u n t y  i s  f u l l  o f  c h a r i t a b l y  m i n d e d  c i t i z e n s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s .   O n e  o f  o u r  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  h a s  h e l p e d  t h e  C l a y
C e n t e r  C o m m u n i t y  I m p r o v e m e n t  F o u n d a t i o n  p r o v i d e  m a t c h i n g  f u n d s  s i n c e  “ G a t h e r  f o r  G o o d ”  b e g a n .   W e  h a v e
a l s o  h a d  s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  g i v e  t o w a r d s  f u t u r e  M a t c h  D a y  e v e n t s .   T h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  a l o n g
w i t h  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  g i v e  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  m a k e  C l a y  C o u n t y  a  g r e a t  p l a c e  t o  l i v e .

S e e  a  f u l l  l i s t  o f  2 0 2 0  m a t c h  d a y  d o n o r s  o n  p a g e s  7 - 8 .

C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R  O F  C L A Y  C E N T E R

C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  C A M P  C O M M I T T E E

     M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

C O V I D - 1 9  R E C O V E R Y  F U N D

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  C L A Y  C E N T E R  L I B R A R Y

L I G H T H O U S E  F O R  C H R I S T

P A W N E E  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S

P E O P L E  H E L P I N G  P E O P L E

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  M A N O R  O F  C L A Y  C E N T E R

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  Y O U T H  M I N I S T R I E S  ( P Y M )

S C O U T S  I N  C L A Y  C E N T E R  /  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

S S  P E T E R  &  P A U L  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

     H A N D I C A P P E D  A C C E S S I B L E  B A T H R O O M

S T .  P A U L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

U S D  3 7 9

W A K E F I E L D  B I R T H D A Y  B A S H  C O M M I T T E E

W A K E F I E L D  M U S E U M  A S S O C I A T I O N

W A K E F I E L D  P R I D E

New 2021 Matching Donor Unveiled!



After graduating from KSU, Uncle Melvin moved to a central Kansas town and opened a vet clinic that he ran for over 40 years.

Over the years he and his wife bought farm acres that they rented out to various farmers.  Melvin and Dorothy had one son,

amassed a small fortune in good farmland and sold the successful practice.

They loved KSU and their Kansas town, but never established a giving plan to give back effectively to the college or town they loved

and when they died, their estate went to their son who lives in Wisconsin.  Uncle Melvin and Aunt Dorothy’s roots were in Kansas,

Kansas helped make them financially successful but today nothing remains in their hometown -- they left no legacy.  

It is great their son was also a successful veterinarian, but sad that the community they loved and gave them success, has

forgotten them.  If Melvin and Dorothy had gifted 5% of their net worth to their Kansas town, their legacy would be living on

forever.

The Center for Economic Development and Business Research, has released total wealth, wealth transfer, and population

forecasts for all 105 counties in the state of Kansas from 2020 to 2070, funded by the Kansas Health Foundation. The Center

estimates that Clay County holds a net wealth of almost $33 billion in 2020.  Wealth transfers from estates in Clay County

are projected to total more than $4 billion from 2021 to 2045. If just five percent of these estate transfers are given to

community foundations, that would total more than $200 million of charitable giving from 2021 to 2045 in Clay County. 

Transfer of Wealth figures present an opportunity to all Kansas communities for local charitable giving. For generations,

people lived their entire lives close to their birthplace and as wealth passed from one generation to the next, most stayed in

the same county. This is no longer true. Once the wealth leaves our community, it may never return, so we hope to

encourage Kansas residents to designate a portion of their estates, 401(k) and IRA accounts, life insurance policies or land

to their local community foundation endowments. 

Kansas community foundations are leading an effort to ensure that the state’s transfer of wealth is preserved and invested

in communities across Kansas.  By definition, community foundations are tax exempt, public charities created by and for the

people of a local area and have a long history as experts in identifying and supporting a full range of community needs.

Transfer of Wealth

COVID-19 FUND &
DISASTER RECOVERY FUND - 3

In This Issue:

By giving grain to the Community Foundation, you avoid including the sale of the

grain in your farm income. Although a charitable income tax deduction is generally

not available to you, the avoidance of declaring it as income is a significant benefit.

You deduct the cost of growing the crops, which typically results in saving self-

employment tax, federal income tax and state income tax. You can benefit even if

you don’t itemize your deductions and take the standard deduction. 

For more information visit our website www.claycentercif.org and look under

“ways to give” and then “gift of grain”

Gift of Grain
QUALIFIED CHARITABLE
DISTRIBUTIONS & CARES ACT -  4

MURAL MOVEMENT -  5

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS -  6

2020 MATCH DAY DONORS -  7-8

CLAY CENTER
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT

FOUNDATION
The Strength of People.  The Power of Community.

Board of Directors:  Morree Floersch, Chairperson,  Jayson Hood, Vice-Chairperson, 

Karen Bryan, Secretary,  Robin Thurlow, Treasurer,  Karli Hubka,  Jill Mugler,  Joel Mason

info@claycentercif.org      (785)632-2174      432 Court Street, Clay Center, KS  67432   

https://www.claycentercif.org/index.cfm


Our local retail , hospitality and service industries we know and

love have experienced major changes as we continue to stay

home . We must weather this storm together , and support local

businesses in any way we can . The Clay Center Chamber Small

Business Fund was designed to support the business district in

Clay County .

To further display our support of local businesses , all donations

of $25 or more receive a T-shirt with your donation .  In addition

to this gift , a $10 donation is made on your behalf to the CCCIF

COVID-19 fund . This is a great way to support both causes .  This

program allows for small businesses within the Clay County area

to apply or be nominated to receive funds .  This year , we have

received and distributed over $13 ,000 to 26 small businesses in

our community .

C O V I D - 1 9  F U N D  &  

M A T C H I N G  D O N A T I O N S  

F O R  C H A M B E R  T - S H I R T  S A L E S

CHAMBER  SMALL  BUSINESS  FUND

The impact of the Coronavirus will make it financially

challenging for area nonprofits and public agencies to

meet the needs for recovery from this disastrous event .

The COVID-19 Recovery Fund at the Clay Center

Community Improvement Foundation has been

established to receive donations to benefit those in the

Clay County area who are in great need as a result of

the COVID-19 pandemic . 

The COVID-19 Recovery Fund was specifically set up to

provide grants to our non-profit partners , who in turn

work with individuals and families . These organizations

have a defined role in recovery efforts by providing

critical services such as food distribution , shelter and

housing , emotional and spiritual care , education ,

sanitation and healthcare . This year , our community

raised and donated over $9 ,000 towards these needs in

our community .

C L A Y  C O U N T Y  L O N G  T E R M  R E C O V E R Y  F U N D
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THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING LOCAL!



Simplicity;

Distributions counts towards the Required Minimum Distribution for the year;

Distributions are excluded from their ordinary income for federal tax purposes;

Opens new giving and scholarship opportunities;

Stretch out payments to favorite nonprofits;

Easier to benefit more than one charity;

Can establish a permanent legacy;

May receive a match for their gift. 

Q C D  Q u a l i f i e d  C h a r i t a b l e  D i s t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m
I R A s
Qualified Charitable Distributions and the CARES Act

Using qualified charitable distributions can be a smart way to support your favorite charitable interests.

The advantages of using qualified charitable distributions for giving include:

Earlier this year, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was signed into law in

response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The law contains provisions that are relevant to charitable giving,

both directly and indirectly. A key aspect of the CARES Act that directly impacts philanthropy is a

temporary lifting of the adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation for cash gifts made by individuals to

certain charitable organizations.

Under the CARES Act, the 60 percent AGI limit will not apply for charitable contributions made in cash

during 2020, meaning taxpayers who itemize may deduct up to 100 percent of their AGI for qualifying

charitable gifts made this year. Further, there is a temporary above-the-line charitable deduction

available for donors who do not itemize deductions on their federal taxes. The CARES Act provides for a

maximum deduction of $300 for charitable contributions for taxpayers that elect not to itemize their

deductions on their tax returns.

The CARES Act also makes temporary changes to the distribution requirements for individual retirement

accounts (IRA). Typically, an IRA owner is required to take required minimum distributions (RMD) from a

retirement account when that owner reaches a certain age. The CARES Act waives the requirement for IRA

owners to take RMDs in 2020.

The CARES Act creates incentives for generous individuals to give to charity during these challenging

times. While the Act does not apply to contributions into a donor advised fund or supporting

organization, there are many opportunities for donors to give back in meaningful ways. For example,

donors can support the charities they care about with increased gifts and general operating support.

Donors can also consider giving in response to the 2020 COVID-19 Recovery Fund to be directed to

various non-profit charities for relief and recovery efforts to those Clay County residents who are, or have

been, affected by this pandemic/economic crisis.

Please consult with your professional tax advisor, legal or financial advisor regarding qualified charitable

distributions and the CARES Act. This is for informational purposes only.
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‘Clay Center ’ postcard style mural at 420 Court Street across from City Hall 

K-15 Sunflower Mural on Poulson Family Dental

Veterans Mural located on the Edward Jones building

A Mural Movement is underway in Clay Center ! The mission of the organization is to continue to

beautify Clay Center , enticing travelers to stop in our community and explore local businesses and

attractions . This project initially began as a local Rotary project and then formed a community

committee of Brett Hubka , David Borgerding , Maria Pfizenmaier , Jacob Lohrmeyer , Tracy Lebo ,

Michelle Gillard , and Shannon Stark . The committee has had community involvement from

students , local businesses and area artists .  

Following a successful Match Day fundraising campaign , A Mural Movement has made steady

progress . With the generous support of local community members and donors , we are happy to

announce the installation of three completed projects in Clay Center :

The first two have been fully funded and completed on schedule . The Veterans Mural is the latest to

be installed .  This mural depicts the flag raising at Iwo Jima and includes a real flag and pole

installed within the mural . 

A community mural was painted during Piotique and is currently displayed in a lot downtown .The

largest mural is in the fundraising , planning , and design stage .  This mural will go on the wall of the

Wardcraft Home Store .  

Donations will help cover the artist ’s work , travel , room and board , materials , and surface

preparation for the various projects .  Commemorate your family , friends , teachers , and frontline

workers by participating in A Mural Movement .  Sponsor levels have been established and are as

follows : Da Vinci : $5 ,000 , Van Gough : $1 ,000 , Michelangelo : $500 , Picasso : $100 .Donors that meet

the sponsorship levels will be publicly recognized on the Courthouse Square at the site of the

Wardcraft Home Store at 531 Court Street .  Tax deductible donations may be made through the Clay

Center Community Improvement Foundation online at www .ClayCenterCIF .org or mailed to Thurlow

& Associates at 432 Court Street , Clay Center , KS 67432 .

M U R A L  M O V E M E N T  I N  C L A Y  C E N T E R !
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Allows bunching charitable donations, and therefore itemizing deductions on tax returns every other

year, by allowing taxpayers to make a deductible donation one year and distribute those funds to

charities the following year.

Create a lasting gift in your name or in the name of a loved one;

Establish a fund which acts like a private foundation without the administrative work and expense;

Participate in the grant making process;

Access the expertise of the Community Foundation's Trustees and professional staff;

Add to your fund at any time;

Receive an immediate tax deduction at the time the gift is made to the foundation. 

To fulfill a donor's or any related party's personal irrevocable or legally binding pledge or other

financial obligation made to a nonprofit, religious or educational institution;

To support lobbying or political campaign activities;

To purchase raffle tickets;

To pay for a membership, dues, event tickets, dinner, preferred seating or parking, or any other

activity that provides a benefit to the donor or any related party;

To pay for personal expenses incurred by a relative, including tuition;

To provide any other substantial private benefit to any individual, or to an entity for the benefit of a

specified individual.

D o n o r  A d v i s e d  F u n d s  /  A l t e r n a t i n g  i t e m i z i n g
e v e r y  o t h e r  y e a r
Donor Advised Fund - A personal approach to giving

A donor advised fund at the Clay Center Community Improvement Foundation (CCCIF) is easy to establish

and enables donors to simplify and consolidate their charitable giving while remaining actively involved in

recommending grants to nonprofit organizations. Donor advised funds also provide an excellent way to

build a tradition of charitable giving in a family. Many donors choose to involve their children or

grandchildren as advisors during their lifetime, or to involve them as successor advisors after they are no

longer actively involved with the fund. 

Fund holders work with CCCIF to create a lasting, impactful philanthropic legacy.  

Donors may recommend grants to any 501(c)(3) public charity in the United States. Our foundation

performs due diligence to make sure grants are given to organizations that meet current 501(c)(3) IRS

requirements. Our Executive Board of Directors is legally responsible for approving all grants and

ensuring that grants are administered in accordance with IRS regulations. We take care of all the

administrative details, so that our donors may focus on charitable giving! Grants feature the fund name

on the check, so the charity clearly understands that the grant was made possible through the

recommendation of the donor, unless the donor wishes that the grant be made anonymously.  

Key benefits to remember:

Please note that donor advised funds cannot be used for the following purposes:
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Thank you to all Gather For Good Match Day Donors

  Campbell Memorial Fund
   4 J Dairy    Aaron & Morree Floersch    Abby & Clay Sprague    Abby Sherbert    Advanced Electric LLC    AGI Hutchinson Mayrath    Alan & Margene Swarts    Alan & Ruth Johnson    Alan & Sandy Heigele    Alicia & Josh Lenhart    Amy & Byron Lange    Amy & Devin Burr    Anna Morelock    Anna Spellman    Arlan & Arlene Habluetzel    Austin & Michelle Gillard    Babette Crimmins    Barbara Booth    Barbara Livergood    Beverly Lang    Bevin & Sue Bebermeyer    Bill & Chris Weir    Bill & Grace Oetinger    Bill & Terri Lee    BPW    Braden Financial Services    Brandi & Justin Lippert    Brandon & Sally Lee    Brett & Jenna Pfizenmaier    Brett & Karli Hubka    Bruce Frohardt    Buddy & Laurie Logan    Buenta Burger    C Kay Taylor    Calvin & Barbara Wohler    Carrie & Nathan Littrell    Catherine & Romy Rohovit    CCP, Inc.    Central Mechanical Construction         Company Inc    Central Valley Ag    Charlene Griffiths    Charles Fairman    Christopher & Kendra Worthen    City of Wakefield    Clay County Conservation District    Clyde & Rita Wollenberg    Court Street Veterinary Care    Craig Regnier

   Dale & Deanna Hammond    Dan & Megan Weisenberger    Dan & Sally Pfizenmaier    Dave & Cathy Affolter    David & Jess Borgerding    David & Laurie Larson    David Salava    Dean & Susan Sprague    Debra & Mark Rupert-Sjolander    Delmar & Sharon Yarrow    Dennis & Linda Olson    Derek & Maria Pfizenmaier    Dixie Koepsel    Don & Mary Rickley    Donna & Mel Griggs    Donna Eisenbarth    Donna Long    Donna Yenser    Dorothy Debenham    Dorothy Scripter    Doug & Deanne Kamphaus    Dr. Gary & Sarah Fredrickson    Drew & Celisa Reding    Eric Rush    Ernest & Velma Befort    Everett Burt    Five Creek Automotive LLC    Flywheel Properties, LLC    Fred & Dee Wait    Garry & Margaret Stenzel    Gary & Christine Matteson    Gary & Donna Hanna    Gary & Joy Shandy    Gene Ferguson    Georgianne & Alvin Roberts    Georgie Dierking    Gibson's Ace Hardware    Ginger's Uptown Inc.    GNBank    Gov. William Avery Family    Greg & Kerry Rozman    Greg & Sandy Braden    Greg & Wendy Sherbert    Heartland Real Estate Company    Heath & Mikhaela Craig    Heather Weir    Herb & L'Jeane Mugler    Herb & Margie Abel    Herbert Woellhof Memorial    Idana Presbyterian Church

    Integrative Fitness    Irene Jensen    Jack & Darylene Wilder    Jacob & Allie Lohrmeyer    Jacque Meek    James & Susan Beck    James & Virginia Beck    Jane Ross    Jason Hall    Jayson C & Jennifer L Hood    Jeanna & Ron Fancella    Jeff & Betty Livengood    Jeff & Shelley Cannizzo    Jeff Newell Agency    Jeffrey & Leslie Conrow    Jerod & Amy Chaffee    Jerome & LuAnn Callan    Jerry & Betty Siebold    Jerry & Deb Braden    Jerry & Jeannie Patterson    Jim & Carol Brown    Jim & Donna Klein    Jim & Jackie Leatherman    Jim & Lisa Seley    Jim & Rhonda Gierhan    Jody & Richard Cott    John & Deanna Turner Jr.    John & Judy Herman    John & Pamela Sharp    John & Peg Kincaid    John & Susan Berry    Joshua Montgomery    Judy & Rich Lloyd    Judy Hileman    Judy Stitt    Justin Tadtman Farm Bureau    Karen & Steve Rundquist    Karen Bryan    Karen Fabean    Kathy Martin    Kathy Yarrow    Katrina & Jason Loader    Kay Culley    Ken & Bev Shivers    Ken & Carolyn Myers    Ken & Maurita Goeckler    Kenneth Ullmer    Kirk & Jo James    Kristi Davis    Kyle & Lisa Bauer



  Kyle & Sarah Cott    LaDonna Thurlow-Junghans    Lanny & Sherry Hess    Laree Mugler    Laura & Jim Smith    Lawrence & Judy Riek    Leanna Grater    Lee & Deanna Barleen    Leroy & Dorothy Deaver    Leza & Joel Chryssovergis    Lincoln Creek 4-H Club    Linda Gibbs    Linda Tiers    Lisa & Ben Last    Lisa & Brad Dieckmann    Lois Nash    Lori Huber    Lowell & Robyn Marsh    Lyle & Linda Underwood    Lynn Smith    Marilyn Sherbert    Marjorie J. Lane    Mark & Carol Pfizenmaier    Mark & Mari Lee Green    Mark & Patti Woodruff    Mark & Susan Meier    Marlin & Jill Mugler    Mary & Scott Taddiken    Mary Ann Fowles    Mary Ann Mall    Matthew & Danielle Coleman    Maury & Beth Catlin    Max & Mary Weir    Max & Tessie Hanson    Merikay & Walt Haggerty    Merle & Jolene Hammond

    Merlin & Julie Chestnut    Michelle & Paul Tessaro    Mick & Trudy Zurmely    Mike & Annette Stafford    Mike & Kim Shannon    Mike & Marsha Argo    Mike & Nelda Floersch    Mildred D Kunze    Monica Wernette    Nancy Case    Nancy Ryan    Pat Simmons    Patricia & Douglas Adams    Peggy Hart    Phil & Jean Frigon    Pixie & Mike Knepper    Preston Rook    Randy & Cathy Hafner    Raymond & Rita Luthi    Republican Valley Irrigation    Republican Valley Title    Reta Savener    Richard & Mary Jo Bull    Ricky Hahn    Riley Roberts    Rita Siebold    Robert & Sharil Carlson    Robert Heilman    Rocky & Kim Downing    Ron & Glenna Harrison    Roy & Linda Henry    Russ & Paige Taddiken    Sallie & Kenny Hartner    Sarah & Thomas Pacheco    Scott & Amy Glaves

    Scott & Lyn Patterson    Scott & Tresy Leitzel    Sean & Jessica Pfizenmaier    Shaley & Bryant Johnson    Sheila Wendelken    Shirley Ham    Shivers Construction LLC    Short Stop / Leiszler Oil    Sink Gordon & Associates, LLP    Sophia Mallon    Sportsman Inn    Stan & Betty Lewis    Steven & Sheryl McMahan    Stuart & Carolyn Buchmann    Tanner & Beth Wealand    Ted & Judy Kobetich    Terry & Robin Thurlow    Thad & Patty Hogan    Thomas L Nelson    Tony Brown    Trista & Jason Terry    TSI Kansas Inc    Twin Valley Telephone    Two Sisters Crafts & Collectables    Tyrone Kamphaus & Family    United Bank & Trust    Vern & Susie Swanson    Verna Lee Musselman    Vicki & Michael Sherbert    Virginia & James R. Beck    Wakefield Lions Club    Washington Headliners 4-H Club    Wes & Kristin Wright    William & Sandy Fox    Yvonne & Ted Cummins

  AND ALL ANONYMOUS DONORS!

Thank you to all Gather For Good Match Day Donors


